
WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU PUT 
STYROFOAM CUPS IN ACETONE?

HELLO MELVIN



APPARATUS

You will need:

1. Styrofoam cups
2. Acetone
3. A container
4. Gloves (just to be safe)



WHAT WE Are DOING TODAY:

1. First, POUR THE ACETONE INto THE CONTAINER.

2. Then, PLACE THE STYROFOAM CUPS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
CONTAINER.



Prediction

I predict that...

What is a prediction?

What do you 
predict will 

happen?



Photos OF THE EXPERIMENT

LINK OF VIDEO:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
6LV3JdR5aZw

(From 0:30 seconds)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6LV3JdR5aZw


RESULTS

WHEN WE PUT THE STYROFOAM CUPS IN THE ACEtone… 

The cups disappeared.

The STyrofoam doeSn’T acTually diSappear, 
even if it looks like that. 



CONCLUSION
ACETONE IS A VOLATILE LIQUID.

This means it is likely to change unpredictably for the Worse.
It is USED AS AN ORGANIC SOLVENT.

These are widely used everyday in cleaning products
E.G. TO REMOVE A STAIN OR IN DISINFECTANT. 

The  acetone easily breaks down the Styrofoam cup,
RELEASING THE LITTLE POCKETS OF AIR TRAPPED INSIDE

AND LEAVING VERY LITTLE LEFT BEHIND.
The Styrofoam cup has dissolved. 

This is similar to how sugar dissolves in water.

The molecules are present in the acetone solvent, 
they have just been disconnected.



KEEP CALM AND 
STAY

MELVIN!



now iT’S Time To look aT 
The school website

and some of the 
games and experiments that you try.

I will also show you how to watch 
the duck cam.

School website

https://www.gardensuburbjunior.co.uk/page/?title=Science&pid=330

https://www.gardensuburbjunior.co.uk/page/?title=Science&pid=330

